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The Church is well aware of all of this and sincerely sympathizes, especially with the innocent
side. Married life in such unbearable and harsh circumstances has already been described in the third

century by Tertulian who wrote describing it as: “. .. hidden, secret martyrdom within four walls.”

Our Peter Skarga has such husbands and wives in mind when he says: “In marriage there are six
barrels of bitter waters which the couple must drink. It is too bad, that because of the indissolubility of
the marriage bond, they cannot separate. One constrains the other and being bound one to another
would not be so hard if there was unity, harmony and love and if all of their manners and customs were
the same; if one wanted the same things that the other one did; if what pleased one also pleased the
other. But, serious disagreements happen and one pulls in one direction and the other in the opposite,
one wants this and the other doesn’t.

It happens that the wife will be so furious that her husband calls out with the Lord’s sage — “It is
better to live with a lion and a dragon rather than with an angry woman. And it is better to live in the
wilderness than with a shrewish and ill-tempered woman.” The same thing is maintained about a b ad
husband.

In spite of that, they are not permitted to separate. They are unable to divorce; bad or good,
sick or healthy, she must stay with him. This is then a great burden of which Christ ‘s disciples became
frightened when Jesus talked about it to them. They told Him — “If that is how it is, getting married is
useless.” So much for Skarga.

Those who believe in divorce still argue in this way: Marriage is the result of the free will of the
two sides who contract a marriage; but the two free wills that willingly tied themselves together can at
the same time by common consent, untie themselves and then enter into new marriage bonds.

To such a proposal, the mind of a person who is a believer has such an answer: “The wills of the
chosen ones are free, but only before they were tied with the marriage bond. The Church carefully
protects this freedom of choice. The priest, the representative of the Church, publicly and loudly asks:
“Do you with a good and free will take her whom you see before you as your lawful wedded wife?”

If later it would show up that his/her will was forced then the Church recognizes that such a
marriage is invalid. But the common consent to a life-long common life together with full consciousness
and total freedom was spoken and sealed with an oath, these two free wills became already irrevocable
and the agreement cannot be withdrawn.

First, if such is the will of God which no person is permitted to oppose. Next, that Christian
marriage is not only a contract but is, at the same time a sacrament, and therefore to dissolve the
marriage means to terminate the contract and the sacrament, but here we hear the loud biblical
warning: hat God has joined together let no one tear asunder.”

The assertion that royalty, wealthy people, diplomats and other personalities who are influential
receive divorces without any problems is an objection that is false, a lie and an insult. Those who spread
this reproach cannot quote even one instance where the Church sold out the indissolubility of marriage
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for money or for influence. The law is one and the same for rulers and for those who are ruled, for the
rich and the poor, for the learned and for the simple. As | had mentioned before, history affirms the fact
that the Popes preferred losing entire nations rather than permitting divorces or acknowledging the
divorces of self-centered monarchs who wanted to break out from being under the law of God.

However, let me confirm one sad and painful fact namely, that even in the Catholic Church there
were instances in which from time to time certain Catholics received from spiritual authorities a divorce,
or rather a statement and notification that he can leave his wife and have a church wedding with
another woman. But this happened because they instigated the lawyers or bribed the witnesses go give
false testimony for their benefit. Among the witnesses, medical doctors who were not truthful played a
disorderly role. In such and similar instances, the fault is not that of the Church, but on the false
depositions of witnesses and on the dishonest perjury given by the married couple. In connection with
such generally ill-matched, unhappy married couples, | am adding the advice of a genial and noble Polish
writer, Eliza Orzeszkowa:

“The only help is to tell yourselves — We are both poor defective and imperfect; we are both
weak individuals who are forced to wage heavy battles with material things and with our own souls. Fate
has joined us together, we are the cornerstone of the home, the hearth of society, the two wings spread
out over the nest from which the future of society emerges, therefore, instead of antagonizing one
another, despising one another, filling each other with bitterness, let us be merciful to each other, let us
try to become better, let us get stronger, one mutually helping the other. We are both poor, struggling
boats that fate tied together. If instead of helping one another, they push and jostle one another, an
abyss will swallow them up, and what is worse, it will swallow together with them that which they are
carrying, that which they should carry through the seas and storms, the ties of marriage and the family
home.”

Faith calls out through the lips of the immortal Skarga: “Don’t pull about the love and harmony
of marriage because Christ does not tear them from you. He loves us so much that He bears our sins and
He does not want any divorces from us.”

Marriage is a temple blessed by God, therefore the law of marriage is subject to the law of God.
The writer Cortes maintains that society, civilization and culture are subject to the will of the people and
only the family is an exception.

When the French revolution erupted, everything collapsed. The sun of civilization disappeared
behind the mists of blood on the guillotine. God was thrown out of all the French churches. French
society lay in ruins. Nevertheless, the family remained. When in the past powerful nations and world
dominating empires fell, everything that made up the greatness of that nation disappeared; everything,
with the exception of the family.

Look around at the first global catastrophe — the deluge. It swallowed up everything except the
family which God had placed in that paradise and which he miraculously saved from drowning and saved
them from extinction.
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It is true that at all times there were transgressions against marriage, but the people always
were honest enough to call evil that which was evil and marriage remained. It was only in this our
progressive century that people, stirred up by the frantic frenzy of wantonness and abuse threw
themselves with all false-heartedness on God’s institution of marriage which until now successfully
resisted all catastrophes and radical changes.

These aim to give marriage as a prey for the changing fancies of brutes and tyrants and they
want marriage of its unity, indissolubility and chastity. Only the Catholic Church raises its voice
courageously and calls: “The kingdom of marriage is a sanctuary blessed by God, inaccessible to all
caprices and the wanton spirit of time. Marriage is that which it always was and it will stay that way.”

All of the achievements of modern education plotted to ruin marriage and make it repugnant
and then beautify this transgression in the name of the law of nature, in the name of progress and
freedom.

We are witnesses of the general attack on the sanctity of marriage. Divorces are changing the
holy abode of marriage into a cavern of refine d crimes. The world must again learn to think of marriage
in a Catholic and Christian way.
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March 23, 1952
| greet all of you, my dear country men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

No matter where a person turns today, almost everywhere he hears people uttering fears of
Communism which is using all possible means and exerting itself to stir up a revolution in the civilized
Christian world. The goals of Communism are well known to us, in fact, they are too well known,
namely: to do away with the idea of God, to abolish all private ownership and to abolish freedom.

They want to substitute the Blessed Trinity with the trinity of tyrants, hangmen and assassins
namely, Marx, Lenin and Stalin. They want to replace democratic governments with dictatorships which
man considers as a state of slavery. They want to make the person on top equal to the one on the
bottom.

They want to abolish the natural right of private ownership by the confiscation of all goods for
the benefit of the state and carrying off the actual owners to concentration camps to die the slow but
certain death from starvation.

The Communists are headed for a religious, political and economic revolution. Everyone fears
the political and economic ruin under the pressure of slavish, brutal and barbaric Communism.

However, little attention is given to the religious upheaval, to the moral catastrophe, on the ruin
of religious and moral ideals which are the foundation of every human society. Why? because the
communization of souls, hearts and minds is already among us for years. The moral Communist
revolution exists in the midst of our American society. This underground work is not carried out by
imported Communist agents from abroad, but by native-born American men and women who
demoralize marriage and who break up families. Such people are paving the road to weaken the
principles of national precaution.

It’s a strange thing that relatively there is very little attention paid to these saboteurs and
members of the fifth column who wear away the interior of our country. Who, in these present times
considers marriage as sacred? Who, today, enters marriage with the conviction that it will last for life?
For that is not modern. But, for that reason, divorce is in style.

Every man and woman has access to a divorce. All that one needs is a few hundred dollars, a
clever lawyer, a bought witness, one who swears falsely, and the bond of marriage is cut by the verdict
of the court. Why that’s as simple as A-B-C.

From there to a talk for today entitled
EITHER SODOM OR NAZARETH

The form or oath of the marriage vows is short, clear, to the point and easily understood. The
man says, “I take you for my wife and I vow to you love, faith and marital honesty and that | will be with
you until death.”
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Can there possibly be anything more specific, more distinctly anti-divorce? In similar words, the
woman expresses her agreement to remain in this married life until death.

The priest who is the witness of this marriage pact says to the people who are present, “You
who are present here, | take as witnesses that you would witness to this marriage legally contracted by
these individuals and acknowledged by the Church.” Then the priest prays: “Those whom God has joined
together, let no man tear asunder. Because this marriage was closed between you, | now confirm and
bless with the authority of the Church.”

In this prayer, the Church reminds them that the creator of the first marriage in Paradise was
God Himself. It is also clear that three wills create Christian marriage, mainly: the will of Christ, the will
of the man and the will of the woman.

The husband who tries to break away from his lawful wife, is breaking away from Christ,
trampling His law of the indissolubility of marriage; in the same way the wife who tears herself away
from her husband with whom Christ bound her in marriage, separates herself from Christ.

The married couple receives sacramental grace which perfects their natural love, strengthens
the bond of marriage and consecrates husband and wife as true servants of God. This doesn’t mean as
though grace frees the changeable human hearts of the married couple of all of the difficulties and
burdens of married life; no it doesn’t do that, that is not its purpose, but it ennobles and raises their
hearts and souls, giving them supernatural strength for the struggles of life, for their mutual dedication
every day and always until death.

This grace makes love just, faithful, patient and merciful. No one on this earth is without faults.
The husband and the wife, both have faults. Grace, however, causes that each one of that married
couple sees, in the first place his/her own personal weakness and as a result, he stifles the reproaches
that are on the tip of his tongue, declares her innocent and he changes the reproaches of his heart into
good advice. It is grace that makes love big-hearted and sacrificial. It brings about the fact that if one of
the married couple experienced betrayal in marriage, he himself, despite that, continues to remain
honest and honorable; when he was innocently judged as faithless and condemned, he did not become
bitter and he did not curse; when he was pushed aside and when all of his at tempts to draw closer were
disregarded, he continues walking the way of goodness, purity and faithfulness. When finally the other
side returns, he does not become vengeful but shows understanding, forgiveness and tenderness.

Mader reasons in this manner: “The husband and wife form one whole. That whole is
indissoluble. Such is the law of nature. It is something which it must be and cannot be otherwise.

Pope Pius VI stressed this idea eloquently when in the year 1777, he wrote: “Marriage, already
by its very nature, long before it was elevated to the dignity of a sacrament was so established by God
that it always created a perpetual indissoluble bond for which reason no earthly authority was able to
break it.
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As many times then that there is talk of getting married, it is contracted either in such a way
that it actually is a marriage and then the indissoluble bond always sticks in it from the law of God for
each one entitled to that marriage; or, it is presumed that the marriage was made without this eternal
bond, then there generally is no marriage, but the existence of illicit relationship that is contrary to the
law of God. It is forbidden to enter into or keep such a relationship.”

Through the sacrament of Matrimony, the husband and wife become a new mystical being, one
complete body. The wife becomes for her husband a part of his personal —I. St. Paul says of his body. For
that reason, he states: “He who loves his wife, loves himself. Nobody ever despises his own flesh.”

Therefore, a husband and wife in Christian marriage create a unity, they create a whole.
Whatever is one cannot be divided. What creates a totality or a whole cannot be separated. That
oneness, that entirety, as long as the husband and wife are living, can never be separated by any divorce
because the bonds of marriage were tied by God. The two in marriage must be one, they must remain
one.

Where there is in the family an open wicket with the caption “a possibility of a divorce” there is
no such good that would not slip out of that gate and there is no evil that would not squeeze in through
it. On account of that divorce wicket, the faithfulness of marriage is exposed to doubt, to suspicion, love
is threatened by indifference and coldness, peace is impaired and the purity of marriage is exposed to a
break up.

In a marriage where there is no divorce wicket, where they never even think of the possibility of
divorce, there all of the virtues of marriage are safe. The indissolubility of marriage stands next to the
family as a stronghold, for the protection and defense against all the enemies of marriage and their vices
which threaten husbands, wives and the child.

To the immortal merits of the Church concerning mankind, among many others is the fact that
the Church has defended and defends the indissolubility of marriage always even against the powerful
of this world. Because of this, the Church had to suffer derision, hatred, oppression and persecution, but
the Church never yielded to anyone on that point. The Church lost Germany and lost England but by not
allowing for divorce saved the indissolubility of marriage and the sacredness of the family.

The Council of
Trent, in the 16" century gave out a decree that — “if anyone maintains that the bond of marriage can be
broken due to an unpleasant married life, let him be cursed.”

Pope Pius XI mentions the same thing in his encyclical, “On the Stainless Marriage” given on
December 31, 1930: “The Church did not make a mistake and is not mistaken in teaching thus. It is
accordingly a totally certain fact that the bond of marriage cannot be broken even on account of
adultery. From this comes the undoubtable result that all the other reasons, that are even weaker and
are ordinarily attached for the benefit of a divorce, have even less weight and can be overlooked” Again,
| quote R. Madera: “Divorces have a separation policy which is peculiar to themselves. The source of this
is egoism or self-seeking and selfishness. This policy reveals itself in the covetousness or greed of the
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eyes, the greed of the flesh and the pride of life. These are the three world powers of which St. John
speaks — the politics of money, the politics of flesh and the politics of pride.

Money knows the marriage politics. For very many, especially in theses present times, marriage
is, above all, a business. The candidate for a husband or the candidate for a wife is valued under the
point of income and per cents. If a mistake is made in their calculations, then suddenly the barometer of
love falls. The matrimonial heaven gets cloudy. The predisposition of the family becomes depressed and
irritated. There is thunder and lightning above the heads of the married couple. Storm follows upon
storm ripping apart the bonds of marriage. This verifies to the exact word the evangelical theory that no
one can serve two masters. In the same way one cannot at the same time honestly love his wife and
love money to an excess. It is impossible to serve a husband and money. There must be a choice. Finally
a choice is made and the best proof of this is the history of marital misunderstandings and divorces.”

It is exactly here that it doesn’t hurt to give parents a few words of warning: Parents, be wise
and prudent advisers for your children, but may God forbid that you would ever force your daughter to
marry a person who has nothing to speak of in his favor except that he has property, a good job and a
career.

In the same way, may God forbid that you were to insist that your son marry for money or to
facilitate his career through the influence of a rich and influential wife. Teach your children that life is
not a plaything, it is not a joke but it is a great, honorable pursuit of happiness which can be achieved
through a sacrificial love, an indulgent mildness and honest work.

The politics of the separation of bodies opens the door to divorce. The human body, according
to God’s plan, has its own assignment, has its own rights but, at the same time, it has its own duties to
fulfill.

The body is the servant of the person. A person should always remember this and train his body
in obedience from his very early age. Where this training is forgotten at an early age and neglected
during the period of engagement, there the body becomes a despot and a tyrant and the marriage
becomes the idolatry of the flesh.

From the moment when this despot awakens and this tyrant gives orders, then it becomes
absolute, insatiable and demands that it be offered one’s conscience honor, nobility, chastity, health,
family happiness and life. And since the tyranny of the flesh is insatiable, it seeks new thrills in adultery
and this in the end leads to divorce.

There remains the separation politics of pride. Pride and egoism, whether that of the husband
or of the wife, cares nothing about the whole common good, but in all things only makes an effort to
underline and bring about her all powerful I. Nothing and no one matters beside this mighty and inflated
1. This I thinks, proceeds and lives always and only in the first person.

In this unfortunate I hides the greatest marital obstacle. It is the basic radical inability of a noble
and worthy subordination of oneself to lead a peaceful, satisfied and happy married life. Pride,
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obstinacy, senselessly insisting on one’s own statement, the desire of being superior, of ruling and
commanding others all of this leads to a dissolution, separation and divorce.

The adherents of divorce claim that every person has the right to happiness and therefore, to
keep people in a marital union that is full of discord and hatred, means to do violence to human nature
and deny them the right to happiness. | willingly admit that every person has the right to happiness. This
right comes from God. However, | call your attention to the fact that here on earth there is only one,
true happiness which flows from the testimony of conscience that we have fulfilled as best we could, all
of our duties towards God, ourselves and others. This good fortune is available to everyone. Beyond
that, in this world, only partial happiness is available such as good health, property, a good name, a well-
matched marriage and so on. Not everyone achieves these levels of happiness and as we know from
experience since we have millions of people who, at times, for no fault of their own are sick, poor,
crippled and therefore are unfortunate. This is definitely sad and painful, but no human force, no human
law will change, remove or abolish their condition and make them whole again.

Christians find the explanation of this sad reality in the teachings of our Savior that this life will
receive the fullest compensation.

As far as marriage is concerned, if some couples did not find their expected happiness in it, it is
their own fault, for then from the beginning, something was out of order. They may have married at
random, sometimes even in bad faith or lies, under the influence of a moment’s madness or some base
interest.

They knelt, in truth, in church, but their consciences were out of order and not in accord with
God. Therefore, instead of receiving God’s blessing, they brought suffering down upon themselves. In
these present times, there are so many who enter such marriages, to which, without exaggeration we
can apply the words of the Lord’s sage: “The man scarcely noticed the coquettish woman and already
went after her like an ox when they lead it to slaughter and he jumps about like a ram, not knowing that
this crazy one is being dragged by a rope and the woman who scarcely exchanged a few glances with the
man, already went after him like a sheep for the killing and they both threw themselves into the net, like
a bird runs into a snare, unaware that he will find there his sure ruin.

It is such people who recklessly created for themselves such marital misery, have the impudence
of demanding that the Church trample the sacred law of the indissolubility of marriage.

There are also other unhappy marriages, despite the fact that the young couple entered the
bond of marriage in good faith and with the best intentions. With the passage of more or less a longer
time in their married life, perhaps they weren’t as much convinced but they talked it into one another
that they are too different from each other in their dispositions and their characters do not allow them
to adjust in any way. Since they either don’t want to or they don’t know how to make even the smallest
concessions for each other to be able to adjust, it comes first to harsh words, then to bitter reproaches,
then to the mutual avoidance of each other, then to brutal actions and their married life turns into hell
on earth.




